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THERE’S SOMETHING BETTER TO LOOK FORWARD TO 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Romans 8:17-18 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 

suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Future Glory 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

 

This afternoon, at Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the national soccer 

teams of Germany and Argentina will play the final match of the 2014 World Cup. One 

of the spectators in the stadium this afternoon will be 85-year-old Joedir Sancho 

Belmonte. Sixty-four years ago, Belmonte had a ticket for the 1950 World Cup 

championship game between Brazil and Uruguay. At the time, though, Belmonte’s 

mother was severely ill. And he decided that it would not be right for him to leave his 

sick mother home just to attend a game, so he stayed home. All these years later, he 

still had that unused ticket. A few months ago, Belmonte offered to donate the ticket 

as a sort of museum piece. In exchange, he was given three tickets to today’s 

championship game. Belmonte did not know it yet in 1950, but there was something 

better for him to look forward to. 

 

There’s something better to look forward to. That’s what these inspired words of Paul 

told the disciples in Rome, and that’s what they tell us this morning. There’s something 

better to look forward to. In between verses in which Paul speaks of us suffering with 

Christ and speaks of the creation suffering, he says that these sufferings are not worth 

comparing to the glory that will be revealed to us. The glory that will be revealed to us 

is far better than our present sufferings. There’s something better to look forward to. 
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The glory and the pageantry of the World Cup will be on display this afternoon. Millions 

and millions of people around the world will watch the game on TV. They’ll see the 

stadium crowded with 70,000 people from all over the world, to witness this 

championship game and to see who comes out as the final victors. Yet, even that is 

only a fraction of what you and I will see on the Last Day when the glory that is to be 

revealed to us will be revealed to us. Such a cloud of witnesses will be there on that 

day, from every tribe and nation and people and language, to applaud and to praise 

and to worship the Final Victor, our Savior Jesus Christ, who will share His resurrection 

victory with us, who will share His glory with us. There’s something better to look forward 

to. 

 

The glory that will be revealed to us is so much better than what we suffer with Christ at 

the present time. Yes, we suffer. We suffer loneliness, disappointment, exhaustion. We 

suffer from the aging process, and we suffer the normal trials of everyday life. We suffer 

also the hardships and distresses of planting the seeds of the Gospel. As Jesus’ story 

about a farmer reminds us today, our work of planting the seeds of the Gospel does 

not always bear fruit. Sometimes, the seeds we sow fall on rocky ground or among 

thorns. Not everyone we witness to will believe the Gospel message.  

 

At the same time, we still have to pay the pastor’s salary and his health insurance and 

his pension plan. In your love for this congregation, in your love for me, you worry 

about this. We worry about this. We suffer over this.  

 

Do we worry then about getting more members in order to pay the bills? Instead of 

staying focused on making disciples, being Christ’s witnesses, planting the seeds of the 

Gospel, do we fret over how we can get more members?  

 

There’s not much joy or excitement in fretting over membership numbers, is there? Why 

not? Because it’s not who or what God calls us to be. There’s no command in the Bible 

to get more members. So, fretting over it is a kind of suffering, too.  
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But even in regards to that kind of suffering, there’s something better to look forward 

to. There is joy in turning away from fretting about numbers and turning toward being 

who and what we were called to be: makers of disciples, witnesses for Jesus Christ, 

planters of the Gospel seeds. Four men worked to bring their paralytic friend to Jesus. 

We are not told how long it took. But it could not have been easy, just as it is not easy 

for us to keep being a witness to the same person and to keep working at bringing him 

or her to Jesus. They had to carry him. They tried to get in through the front door of the 

house where Jesus was preaching, and that didn’t work. They crawled up on the roof, 

lifted up their friend, and proceeded to dig through the roof. Since they tore the roof 

off they would have to pay for that. Then they had to find a way to lower their friend 

down through the roof. Finally after all of that they were able to bring their paralytic 

friend to Jesus. There was suffering involved. Which they endured for the joy set before 

them. They had the joy of their own salvation, for we are told that they were men of 

faith. There was the joy of hearing Jesus say to their friend, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

There was the joy of seeing their friend healed by Jesus and watching him walk away 

as “he took what he had been lying on and went home praising God.” (Luke 5:25) For 

there is joy and excitement in being who and what we were called to be: makers of 

disciples, witnesses for Jesus, planters of the Gospel seeds. That is something to look 

forward to. 

 

As for the cost of that roof – Mark’s Gospel says that house where Jesus healed the 

paralytic was Jesus’ own house. (Mark 2:1-2) It was His roof they tore up. Something 

tells us then that Jesus did not make them pay for the roof, that Jesus Himself would 

have paid that price. After all, He would pay the price that gave Him the authority to 

forgive the paralytic’s sins. There would be suffering for Jesus at the cross, but there 

would also be something better for Him to look forward to, such as the final victory at 

the cross – the resurrection on Easter Sunday. Tearing the roof off of our graves. Ripping 

the roof off of time itself, so that we may share in His eternal glory, the glory that will be 

revealed to us.  
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For Paul, for those four men, for you, for me, yes there is suffering in bringing people to 

Jesus, but there’s something better to look forward to. “For I consider,” Paul says, “that 

the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing to the glory that will be 

revealed to us.” The glory that will be revealed to us on the Last Day and the glory of 

what happens when people hear of Jesus. “One plants. Another waters. But God gives 

the increase!” (1 Corinthians 3:6-7) There’s something better to look forward to. Both 

the glory of what will be revealed to us on the Last Day and the joy of being a witness 

for Jesus, of turning away from fretting about numbers to be the people who bring 

others to Jesus to be healed, body and soul. Now, there’s something to look forward 

to. 

 

AMEN 

 


